
L’auteur

Le Livre

Aujourd’hui l’abîme
Roman français de Jérôme Baccelli 
978-2-37100-002-5
160 pages – 16€

 Le Nouvel  
ATTILA

One day a man walks out on everything: his life, his company and his boss – Forese, the 

world’s most powerful financier – to take a ship across the ocean. On the far side, as he 

faces the horizon, the stars and the gaze of Mexican iguanas alone, cut off  from all signs of 

humankind, he wonders about the sky above, the absolute and the fragility of microscopic 

elements that defy human logic to the point of casting doubt over whether they even exist.

A magical night contemplating his boss’s collection of paintings in a Corsican convent per-

suaded him to slip anchor, and during the ocean crossing he thinks back over mankind’s 

enduring fascination with the void. He paints the portrait of an era, tracing the paths from 

ancient philosophers’ study of ether to Einstein, from Van Gogh’s skies to the monochromes 

of contemporary art, from Google to the software driving stock market speculation.

Obsessed with the secret analogies between how artists and new technologies conceive of 

emptiness, he makes connections between all these voyagers of the void, a breed of men 

who are perpetually ahead of their time, and comes to suspect that there is a secret link 

between Forese with his murky family background and the scientists who went before him. 

What if  the structure of the world were held in place by a single word, a painting, a liquid – or 

even the gaze of a Mexican iguana?

Jérôme Baccelli was born in Marseille in 1968 of  a mother who translates from the Italian. 

He lived in Brussels, Copenhagen, Madrid and Lisbon as an international telecommunications 

consultant before moving to China and then Silicon Valley, where he participated in the boom 

and bust of  a number of  Californian start-ups. This experience led him to write a first docu-

mentary novel entitled Tribus Modernes (Le Rocher), which cast a critical eye over a society 

addicted to high technology and ethereal finance. His second novel Encre Brute was inspired by 

a little-known aspect of  Saddam Hussein’s life and describes the peregrinations of  an unsuc-

cessful poet who makes up for his lack of  talent by seizing power and ruling mercilessly over his 

people. Aujourd’hui l’Abîme is the conclusion of  this reflection on power and the void.

“I’ve left everything behind, I will deconstruct  

everything, and I am a happy man.”


